This weighty loose leaf book attempts to pro vide a reference work for ophthalmic surgery. Although contributions come from many dif ferent authors, its consistency is maintained throughout the work by a clear and standard ised method of presentation and black and white diagrams and illustrations, all by the same artist. No attempt is made to describe a comprehensive range of techniques, but rather to describe the contributing authors' favourite technique and in some cases, several alternative techniques. I did find the choice of some of the described operations somewhat surprising, for example, a rather complex technique for the treatment of involuntary ectropion, and the description of therapeutic ultrasound as one of the selected techniques of cryo destructive procedures in the treat ment of glaucoma. Nevertheless, balance is provided by the interesting provision of abstracts of papers relating either to the pro cedure described or to alternative techniques at the end of each section. These abstracts are well chosen, of useful length, and include illustrations and tables, but I do feel that the omission of all other reference is regrettable. Space is allowed for the reader to add his own comments, and experiences, and an annual update and extension service is promised whereby the owner of the tome will be able to add updated loose leaf pages if he has paid his subscription! I did find myself reading with great interest the descriptions of operations which I do and do not perform, and there is no doubt that this book will provide useful basic instruction for those who are at an early stage of learning, and also for those who wish to refresh their memories about operations which they undertake relatively infrequently, and for those who might like to alter their techniques after consideration of alternative and interesting modifications which are described.
There is no main index, but the grouping of the described techniques under main sections Cataract, Cornea, Glaucoma, Ocular Motil ity, Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery and Retinal Surgery, does allow rapid access to an area of interest. There is particularly good coverage of the use of lasers in both the anterior and posterior segments of the eye. Future loose leaf additions will no doubt add sections on retinal detachment and vitreous surgery which are not covered at present.
This book does succeed as a useful refer ence book covering most aspects of ophthal mic surgery and it is to be hoped that the annual additions and modifications will further enhance what is likely to be a useful and popular surgical mentor. This is a monumental work. Although twelve authors are listed, two thirds of the book has been written by David Taylor or Anthony Moore.
Pediatric Ophthalmology is about those interesting and sometimes difficult patients who come to a children's eye clinic with some· thing more than comitant strabismus, a sticky eye or refractive error. The authors share with us their wealth of experience of these often rare conditions and have provided extensive references. Although there is one excellent chapter on comitant strabismus and a brief discussion of amblyopia, in comparison with the exhaustive discussion of other topics, this book barely addresses itself to these subjects.
The first part of the book includes chapters on Normal Childhood Development, Oph.
